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Kingdom God and 


(From a paper read at the Clerical Seminar, September 19, by the Rev. 
John C. Leffler.) 


(See page % fer full repert.) 


I am aware that such a contention leads to a dualistic ethic. 
Here is the ideal which can be achieved only when all mankind 
is committed to the Christian way of life—in other words, only 
when the kingdom of God is really here. And here, somewhat 
below that ideal, is an ethical standard accommodated to that 
interim before the kingdom arrives. But I see no other way out. 
In other words, Christianity must take what it can get, whether 
in politics or economics, and accommodate itself to the rest, 
never losing sight of the supreme goal toward which the whole 
world is striving and frankly recognizing that even the best -yet 
attained falls far short of that goal. 


And this constant striving toward a goal not yet attained, 
saves us from that most dangerous of all attitudes—smug con- 
tentment with things as they are. It gives us a dynamic theory 
of both religion and politics. The Christian religion is some- 
thing more than a faith once for all delivered to the saints of 
the First Century, just as the ideal of democracy is something 
more than the vision of the Constitution makers at the close of 
the Eighteenth Century. To stop there is te place both in the 
pathetic position our Church was in when Grace Cathedral was 
nothing more than a well-built cellar on Nob Hill. It is the 
dynamic ideal of the social order as a living thing which is so 
much in danger of being lost today. And nothing that Jesus’ 
religion has to offer is of greater importance than that. 
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The Bishop’s Page 


At the Clergy Conference the question was asked 
whether our Church had done anything in regard to 
the Legion of Decency or the associated movements 
in favor of decent movies. So far as I know there has 
heen no action taken by any authoritative body but 1 
suppose in a good many dioceses the bishops have 
asked their people to consider the matter. Certainly 
we in this Diocese ought to do what we can to help in 
this fine movement. 

Ever since the “New York Churchman” first voiced 
religious sentiment in this matter and continued its 
attack upon indecent and immoral pictures there has 
been growing indignation. It was a very great thing 
when the Roman Catholics with their developed and 
authoritative organization not only backed the gen- 
eral effort but organized it into what they called the 
Legion of Decency. All the members of that church 
who desire to take a stand for decent movies have 
been asked to sign a pledge. Many of the Protestant 
churches and now the Federal Council have followed 
and have been urging upon their people similar 
pledges. I hope that great numbers of us in this Dio- 
cese will be willing to take that stand. The films, as 
we know, in the language of the statement by the 
Federal Council, are filled with “indecencies, false 
ideals of life, incitement to drinking, gambling and 
sensuality and the cynical attitude toward the sancti- 
ties of life.’ Our children are definitely led in the 
wrong direction. Our own minds are accustomed by 
these things to the toleration or condoning of sin. 
The whole tone of family life is lowered wherever the 
movies hold a large place in it. It is high time for us 
to do our part. 

I am, therefore, having printed at the bottom of 
the page in this paper the declaration of purpose as 
issued by the Federal Council, with one slight change, 
and ask serious consideration of it upon the part of 
our people. If you honestly mean to assent to such 
a declaration, sign it and send it to your rector or to 
the Bishop’s office, where a file will be kept. 


* * 


What do you know about the Bible”? 
Bible Reading No! That is not the question I would 
ask. The question is rather: What do 
you know in the Bible? Do you know the great pas- 
sages? Can you find verses of comfort and strength 
and guidance when you need them? Is the Bible a 
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familiar book which brings you day by day mes- 
sages making life more worth while? 

In the great days following the Reformation and 
down until the present century every “practicing” 
Christian would have answered such questions with a 
vigorous “Yes.” Today all is changed. For manifold 
reasons-—-social, historical and theological—-Christian 
people do not generally use the Bible as in earlier 
days. They can not go to it feeling that any word 
from any part of it is a help. They do not go to it 
with any such sense of reverence as made our fore- 
fathers unwilling even to let another book lie on it. 
They know, in short, that there are parts of it which 
are a veritable word of life. They know that it con- 
tains “the rule of faith and practice” of the Church. 
But they do not know how to find those parts nor 
where that rule of faith and practice may be read. 
They need guidance. 

From year to year I have spoken of some of the 
ways in which the Church officially or through Chris- 
tian leaders has tried to give such guidance. There 
are three types of help. The first is topical readings. 
The National Council publishes every year the 
Churchman’s Calendar, giving a Bible reading for 
each day. The Mission of Healing at our own Cathe- 
dral issues a little “Healing Messenger” leaflet for 
each week in the year. There are plenty of other 
such series. They aim to give us verses or short sec- 
lions of the choicest passages in the Bible, emphasiz- 
ing one or another particular topic. 

But many people would prefer to read the books 
in more orderly fashion so that the books themselves 
come to have a meaning. For them there are series 
like the Scripture Union Readings which aim to lead 
readers through the whole Bible in four years; or 
the Bible Reading Fellowship to which I referred not 
long ago, a very fine series in which a short pam- 
phlet is issued each month with readings and com- 
ment; or again there is the lectionary in the Prayer 
Book which may be followed by taking first one se- 
ries (such as the first lessons in Morning Prayer) 
and then another. 

Finally there are books which reprint certain parts 
of the Bible so as to make the approach easier. I do 
not know whether one can still get Professor Kent’s 
Historical Bible. It is very good. There are others. 
Recently on the train a layman whom I had known 
for a good many years but had never associated with 
any special religious interest alluded to Dean Inge’s 
“Everyman's Bible.” I said I had never seen it. He 
said: “I always carry it with me when I travel.” He 
hurried to his section and brought it to me. It is a 
collection of great passages arranged under headings, 
as for example, “God” and the various aspects of His 
nature and work. A recent small book by Prof. 
Thayer Addison has done the same thing for the 
person and teaching of our Lord—-selections with 
comments and prayers. It is called “The Way of 
Christ.” 

All that I have set down here is, of course, familiar 
to the clergy. I have set it down with the hope that it 
may stimulate some of the laity to new interest in 
this greatest of books. If you do not know just which 
way you want to start, ask your rector, He will give 
you guidance. 
The Church Divinity School at Berke- 
ley is extremely fortunate. The Rev. 
| Henry Shires, rector of Christ Church, 
Alameda, has accepted the deanship of the school in 
succession to the late Dr. Powell. Mr. Shires has for 
a long time been president of our Board of Examin- 
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ing Chaplains and has been in close touch with all the 
problems of theological education. He has always had 
a deep and scholarly interest in all that concerns the 
training of the ministry. His power with youth is 
everywhere known. 

It happens that he is a member of this Diocese, 
although that had nothing to do with his election. 
It does mean, however, that while the Diocese must 
regret his leaving Alameda, where he has done such 
splendid work, we shall not lose him from our num- 
bers. Going to the school he transfers his work but 
not his canonical residence nor his interests and re- 
sponsibilities in the Diocese. The Diocese, as well as 
the rest of the Province, congratulates the school and 
we all look forward to a period of new and splendid 
forward work. Mr. Shires will take charge at the first 
of the year. 

7 General Convention opens on 
General Convention October 10. This is a request to 

the clergy of the Diocese to use 
the Prayer for Conventions during its sessions and 
the request to the people of the Diocese to remember 
the Convention and the important work which it has 
to do in their prayers from day to day. 


Declaration of Purpose 


I wish to join with other Christians and with Jews 
in condemning vile and unwholesome moving pic- 
tures. I unite with all who protest against them as a 
grave menace to youth, to home life, to country and 
to religion. 

I condemn absolutely those salacious motion pic- 
tures which, with other degrading agencies, are cor- 
ruping public morals and promoting sex mania in 
our land. 

I shall do all that I can to arouse public opinion 
against the portrayal of vice as a normal condition 
of affairs and against depicting criminals of any class 
as heroes and heroines, presenting their filthy phil- 
osophy of life as something acceptable to decent men 
and women. 

I unite with all who condemn the display of sug- 
gestive advertisements on billboards, at theatre en- 
trances and the favorable notices given to immoral 
motion pictures. 

Considering these evils, I declare my purpose to 
remain away from all motion pictures which offend 
decency and Christian morality. I will try to induce 
others to do the same. 

I make this protest in a spirit of self-respect and 
with the conviction that the American public does 
not demand filthy pictures but clean entertainment 
and educational features. 


(After signing hand to your rector or mail to the 
Bishop’s office.) 


All Saints Day Service 


Service will be held as usual in the Chapel Beautiful 
at Cypress Lawn Memorial Park on Thursday, No- 
vember 1, at 11:00 a. m. The Rev. George Maxwell will 
be the celebrant and the Bishop’s Chaplain the preach- 
er. The offerings will be devoted toward the purchase 
price of the Church Plot for free burials in excep- 
tional cases. 


Tales of An Archdeacon 
By Monsignor 

The Archdeacon of California found himself in a 
sad predicament and turned to me to help him out. 
I am to tell you strange tales about him and about 
the Diocese of California. But as what I say is hear- 
say _ must not expect me always to be telling the 
truth. 

It seems that the Archdeacon was told before he 
began his work that the policy of The Pacific Church- 
man was to be changed and that the Archdeacon 
would not be expected to contribute news of the par- | 
ishes and missions, for in them were people of real 
ability who would send in their local news. 

He was told also that he should not indulge in se- 
rious discourses, sermonettes and such like, for they 
were the responsibility of the Bishop and in event 
of the Bishop not writing enough, the editor of The 
Pacific Churchman reserved to himself the preroga- 
tive of lifting bodily from “The Christian Century” 
and other highbrow magazines such intelligent in- 
spirational material as seemed good unto him. From 
henceforth any news and anything serious that the 
Archdeacon might write would be ruthlessly blue- 
pencilled. (What can I do but come to the help of 
my old friend?) 

Now it happens that the Archdeacon has been try- 
ing, in various issues of The Pacific Churchman, to 
discover the oldest Episcopal church in California. 
Not long ago he visited a friend in Placerville, whom 
he greeted as “Father John.” Father John, at 
his Rancho El Padre, told the Archdeacon a story of 
a church at the old town of Coloma, not far from the 
rancho, where John Marshall did accidentally dis- 
cover the gold that caused John Sutter to lose all his 
lands and to die a poor man. Among the multitudes 
that came seeking gold were some loyal children of 
the Church that is in England and these did provide 
the land on which they permitted a church to be 
erected. Bishop Kip had visited Coloma on January 
24, 1855, and had held service in the court house. 
“The little band of churchmen” raised the necessary 
funds and, without a clergyman and without services, 
built a church which was finished by June. | This 
church still stands and is as old as that at Marysville. 
But it has not been used by our Church for many 
years. It is used by the Methodists, whose old church 
was considered unsafe. Such is the story Father John 
told the Archdeacon and forthwith the Archdeacon 
hastened to get a photograph of this old church. 

Now this leads me to tell another talk of the Arch- 
deacon. Since he had spent so much money taking 
pictures and paying for slides, he greatly desired a 
stereopticon wherewith to make his slides visible to 
the people of the Diocese. Twice he importuned the 
readers of The Pacific Churchman and his great 
patience was at last rewarded. He found a used lan- 
tern and when he was given $25 by the people of the 
first parish in the State he sent them this message: 
“Good people this used lantern that I have found will 
cost $35 and I am sure that great credit would re- 
dound to the oldest parish if it dug up another $10.” 
If he had spoken in this maner to the youngest parish 
it might have said with youthful vigor something 
about the Archdeacon being hanged but being an old 
parish and knowing what parishes are really made 
for, it replied almost at once and with accord: “Oh, 
certainly. Here you are. Take this $10 and be a useful 
Archdeacon.” Thereupon, the Archdeacon blessed 


Trinity Parish, in the city of San Francisco, and 
prayed that all other parishes might rapidly become 
aged and dignified. 
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Diocese of California ...... 
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eagle, Gen. R. H. Noble, H. C. yckoff. 


Fall Missionary Conferences 


The National Council is sending a team to the Dio- 
cese of California for a series of missionary confer- 
ences. Members of the team are under the leadership 
of the Very Rev. Hugo Blankingship, dean of Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, Cuba. There will be a Field De- 
partment aide and a representative of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary. 

The first conference will be at San Luis Obispo, 
November 9. On November 11 the members of the 
team will be in the San Francisco Bay area. The 
second conference is scheduled for San Jose on No- 
vember 12. The remaining three conferences will be 
held in connection with the fall meetings of the three 
convocations—the San Jose Convocation, at Santa 
Cruz, November 13; the San Francisco Convocation, 
at All Saints, November 14; the Oakland Convoca- 
tion, at St. Paul’s, November 15. 

At each place there will be a round table confer- 
ence with the clergy, a round table conference with 
the women, then either a tea or dinner with parish 
leaders and a mass meeting in the evening. 


Oakland Young People’s Conference 


The Young People’s Fellowship in the Convocation 
of Oakland will conduct a young people’s conference 
open to all young people of the Diocese at St. James 
Church, Oakland, on Saturday, November 10. The 
subject will be “Young People and the Church.” The 
only expense will be charges for meals-—-luncheon, 
25 cents; dinner, 35 cents. 

Registration will commence at 11:00 a.m. Luncheon 
will be served at 12:15. The Archdeacon, the Rev. 
Oscar Green, H. Robert Braden, Theo Dredge and 
others have been invited to speak. Dinner will be at 
6:20, at which Bishop Parsons will speak. Dancing 
will follow the dinner. Bill Battershill will be toast- 
master. 


Christ Church, Alameda 


Accepting the call of the board of trustees lo suc- 
ceed the late Dr. H. H. Powell as dean of the Church 
Divinity School of the Pacific, the Rev. i. H. Shires, 
rector of Christ Church, has tendered his resignation 
to the vestry to take effect January 1. thus concluding 
a remarkable rectorate of sixteen years. It augurs 
well for the future of the school that a man of Mr. 
Shires’ broad knowledge and understahding should be 
chosen for this important work in the larger service 
of the Church. His scholarly attainments, dynamic 
personality and the fine, firm texture of his Christian 
spirit will add new lustre to the ministry. We sin- 
cerely regret his going; parish and community alike 


will miss him keenly but we rejoice in the opportun- 
ity afforded him in a field of greater usefulness, the 
spiritual development and training of the future lead- 
ers of our Church. 

The rector addressed the Men’s Club of St. Ed- 
mund’s Church, Richmond, recently. The subject of 
his address was “The Holy Land.” The Rev. Joseph 
A. Ten-Broeck is now vicar of Richmond. 

The Girls’ Friendly Society met for dinner in the 
Guild hall recently. There were about 25 present and 
a happy evening resulted. 

On September 11 the Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
had a most successful dinner for 36 men of the par- 
ish. Marsh Smith presided and the rector acted as 
toastmaster. The speaker of the evening was Dr. 
William Paden, who gave a delightful talk on his 
researches along the famous Oregon Trail. No one in 
the country knows so much about it as he. 

The Young People’s League fralic was held on Sat- 
urday evening, September 29, at Codernices Commun- 
ity House at Codernices Park, North Berkeley. A 
large group of young people of Alameda attended 
the affair, which was managed by Franklin Besley. 
Patrons and patronesses for the affair included the 
Rev. and Mrs. Henry Shires, Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. 
Gooden and Mrs. Roy Besley. 


Members of the Young People’s League have se- 
lected a motto, a young people’s prayer and a league 
hymn. The hymn selected was St. Andrew’s Hymn 
and the motto is “For God toward thee has done His 
part; do fhine.” The league prayer was written by Dr. 
Wright Buckman of the Pacific School of Religion. 


The first fall meeting of the Woman’s Auxiliary 
was held on September 25 at the home of Mrs. Harold 
Norton. The speaker of the day was Dr. C. R. Shep- 
herd, who gave a most interesting and informative 
talk on the purpose of the Chung Mei Home (Chinese 
orphanage for boys) in Berkeley and the work it is 
doing. After the meeting a delightful tea was served. 

The United Thank Offering service for the semi- 
annual collection was held on Friday, September 28, 
at All Souls Church, Berkeley. Our parish fall contri- 
bution was very gratifying, more than double any 
previous offering. It is the aim and hope of the Aux- 
iliary that during the coming year a blue box will 
find its way into the home of every woman in the 
parish. 

The basket luncheon of the Parish Workers, held 
in September, was attended by a hundred women. 
Miss Swayne, president, gave an inspiring charge to 
her fellow workers for the coming year of activities. 
The rector also spoke. Ten new members were added 
to the list at this meeting. The cafeteria luncheon, 
which is a semi-annul event of the society, was held 
on Tuesday, September 25, and was patronized by a 
very large number of friends. 


Communion Wine 


‘The clergy desiring to procure communion wine 
may obtain price lists and other information 
from The Covick Company, 330 Stockton street, or 
the Diocesan House, 1215 Sacramento street, San 
Francisco, California. 
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Churchmen’s Round Table 


The regular monthly luncheon meeting of this rep- 
resentative group was held at the Stewart Hotel on 
Wednesday, September 9, with nine parishes repre- 
sented. Those present were: H. Robert Braden, pre- 
siding; Victor J. Robertson, L. E. Stanton, M. E. Good- 
win, P. C. Woodhouse, George E. Crothers, C. K. Sut- 
cliffe, John Graham, Ellsworth Johnson, J. Maxwell 
MacVean, Theo F. Dredge, George E. Robinson, C. W. 
Eichbaum and Norman Rushton. 


Members at the luncheon heard with greatest re- 
gret of the death of Dr. Norman Kelley, who was one 
of the three founders of the Churchmen’s Round 
Table more than fourteen years ago. A resolution ex- 
pressing their deep sympathy was adopted and or- 
dered sent to Mrs. Kelley. 


General Noble was attending a meeting with the 
Bishop and the delegates to the General Convention. 
He was requested to represent the Round Table at a 
luncheon of the Churchmen’s Club in New York, at 
which he was to be a guest speaker. 


A postcard of greetings was received from Pro- 
fessor Fairclough, dated Gloucester Cathedral, England. 


The subject for the day was the recent successful 
annual Laymen’s Conference at Menlo Park. Reports 
were made by Messrs. Dredge, Sutcliffe, Johnson, 
Rushton, Judge Crothers and Commander Graham. 


Laymen’s Conference 


The Bishop presented to the conference three mat- 
ters which he considered of foremost importance for 
its consideration. The first was a re-emphasis upon 
his statement of last year concerning the need of a 
deeper sense of the duty of public worship. Church 
attendance is the outward and visible sign of loyalty 
to the fellowship of the Church. It is essential to the 
ripest and fullest Christian life. 


_ The second concerned the financial situation in the 
Church. There is a slight general improvement in the 
Diocese. The National Council income also shows a 
slight improvement but a deficit of at least $500,000 
is impending, plus a similar deficit for 1933. The 
Everyman’s Offering movement hopes to raise enough 
to balance the 1934 account. Every man in the Dio- 
cese should take his part. 


The third point had to do with the social and in- 
dustrial problems of the day. Every Christian should 
try to think intelligently about them and make his 
decisions on the basis not of his own interests but of 
the common welfare. 


Bishop Creighton’s knowledge of Spanish proved 
useful at a confirmation class of thirty-one persons at 
St. Michael’s, Brooklyn, nearly all adults and twenty- 
four of whom knew no English. Many were Cubans 
and Puerto Ricans. The rector, the Rev. E. W. Cro- 
mey, gathered the class in the navy yard district 
where his church is located, says “The Witness.” 


ST. ANDREW’S INN 
WHERE BOYS LIVE AT HOME 


Established on a family basis for boys between 7 and 15. 
Parents able to provide for their sons’ support but unable 
to maintain a home themselves may place their boys here. 
Boys attend city schools and live at St. Andrew’s in home- 
like, Christian surroundings. Not an _ institution—a _ real 
home for boys. Rates, $25.00 per month. For particulars— 


REV. GEORGE MAXWELL 
2840 Twenty-fifth Street, San Francisco Phone VAlencia 3090 


St. Pauls Church, Oakland 


The first of three important events in the life of St. 
Paul’s Parish has passed off most successfully—with 
790 persons estimated to be present at the dedication 
of the Alexander Allen memorial organ on Thursday, 
October 4, at 8:15 o’clock. The instrument, built and 
installed by the Austin Organ Company of Hartford, 
Conn., has been pronounced a complete success. 

The next important event is the public recital on 
Monday, October 29, at 8:15 p. m., by Gunther Ramin, 
organist in Bach’s historic church, Leipzig. His pro- 
gram will consist of four selections from Bach and 
others from the works of Buxtehude, Bohm and Reger, 
concluding with an improvisation by the distinguished 
European recitalist. 

The third parochial enterprise, for which active prep- 
arations are being made, has been called the 150th An- 
niversary and Bazaar, to commemorate the sesqui- 
centennial of the consecration of the Rt. Rev. Samuel 
Seabury as first Bishop of the Episcopal Church, on 
November 14, 1784. The exhibition will be open from 
2:00 to 10:00 p. m. on November 14, 15 and 16. 


Report of United Thank Offering 
By Winifred A. Allen 


Balance on hand, September 15...........8 21.25 
Previously sent to New York.............. 5,650.00 
Fall Offering — 
Convocation of San Francisco ............5 597.46 
Convocation OF Bal 598.54 
Convocation of Oakland ................6. 530.08 


There has never been such splendid effort in all 
parishes and missions since I became diocesan treas- 
urer as we have had this fall. I wish to thank each 
one having a part in this splendid offering. 

St. John’s, Ross, had the largest offering, $216.22. 


Liquor Control Initiatives 


For those who wish to be guided by the judgment 
of a special committee of the Department of Social 
Service in their vote upon propositions No. 2 and No. 
13 on the November ballot, the following recom- 
mendations are made: 

Proposition No. 2—Vote “No.” This _ initiative 
would only serve to further complicate the already 
muddled liquor situation in the State. It represents 
the desires of wet extremists and would legalize the 
present unsound and chaotic conditions. The commit- 
tee is unanimous in feeling that the only proper solu- 
tion is for the Legislature to face this whole problem 
realistically at the next session, with the view of pro- 
posing a constitutional amendment empowering § the 
Legislature to regulate and control the liquor traffic. 
Specific control measures do not belong in the Con- 
stitution. 

Proposition No. 13—Vote “No.” The committee is 
unanimous in feeling that some measure of local op- 
tion is necessary but objects to this initiative as un- 
sound and extreme in form and incapable of enforce- 
ment. It has been proposed by dry extremists and 
would, like Proposition No. 2, place in the Constitu- 
tion that which does not belong there. 
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Cathedral Notes 


During the month of October the special preacher 
at 11:00 o’clock will be the Rev. Edward Morgan, 
now of London, England, but formerly the well-be- 
loved rector of St. Luke’s Parish in San Francisco. 
He is one of the first graduates of the Church Divin- 
ity School of the Pacific and most of his ministry was 
in Bakersfield and San Francisco. Two exquisitely 
lovely church buildings—St. Paul’s, Bakersfield, and 
St. Luke’s—are reminders of his good taste in archi- 
tecture. 


The recitals each Sunday afternoon on the great 
Allen memorial organ at 3:30 are greatly appre- 
ciated. Mr. J. Sidney Lewis, the Cathedral organist, 
plays with great understanding and brings out the 
possibilities of this great instrument which is one of 
the finest in the world. A distinguished visiting organ- 
ist recently said that it had all the advantages of the 
cathedral organs of Europe, with the added conveni- 
ences of American invention. 


The Cathedral choir will sing the full evening serv- 
ice at St. Paul’s Church, Oakland, on Sunday, Octo- 
ber 14. This will be in honor of the fine new organ in 
memory of Dr. Alexander Allen. 


The special speaker on Sunday, October 7, at 4:00 
p. m., was Spencer Miller, Jr., consultant on industrial 
relations to the National Department of Social Serv- 
ice. He is a churchman distinguished for his deep 
spirituality and occupies a high position with the 
educational department of the American Federation 
of Labor. During his brilliant speech at the San Fran- 
cisco convention two earthquake shocks were felt. As 
one newspaper correspondent said: “It is not every- 
one who can rock the earth with his speech.” 

The marriage of Miss Winifred Decker, the secre- 
tary of the building committee, has been a matter of 
great interest to the Cathedral happy family. She is 
now Mrs. Isaac Williams and still satisfactorily per- 
forms her duties in the building office. 


Woman’s Auxiliary to the National Council 


The final United Thank Offering service for this 
triennium was held at All Souls Church, Berkeley, on 
September 28, with holy communion at 11:00 a. m., 
the celebrant being the rector, the Rev. Mr. Bell. 


Following luncheon in the Guild hall, a diocesan 
meeting of the Auxiliary was held with the president, 
Mrs. Lance, in the chair. The meeting was opened 
by a hymn, reading and prayers from “The Way of 
Vision,” followed by a very gracious welcome from 
Mrs. Tibbetts, president of the All Souls Branch of 
the Auxiliary. 

A request has been made for the branches of the 
Auxiliary all over the country to hold services at the 
same time the United Thank Offering is presented in 
Atlantic City on October 11 but as that will be 5:00 
o'clock in the morning on the Pacific Coast, the serv- 
ices here must be later in the day. 

The day of prayer will be observed this year on 
November 12, as Armistice Day falls on Sunday. One 
thousand pamphlets have been ordered for use on 
that day and may be obiained from Mrs. Frederic 
Lindsley, 5665 Pryal street, Oakland. 

Mrs. Porter announced a garden party to be given 
for the benefit of St. Margaret’s House at the Griffith 
McDuffie Gardens on October 3, and Mrs. Fessenden 
a Shakespeare festival on October 10 at St. Clement’s. 


Mrs. Lindsley read the response received from the 


women of China to the message sent from the Dio- 
cesan Convention last February. 


Mrs. Ridgely offered the following resolution, sec- 
onded by Mrs. Gardner: “Resolved, that the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Diocese of California in cordial affec- 
tion and highest commendation for the long years of 
loyal and efficient service of ‘our own missionary,’ the 
Rev. Dr. John W. Nichols, welcomes with joy the an- 
nouncement of his election to become Suffragan 
Bishop of Shanghai, in China, and not only extends 
to him hearty congratulations but also offers and will 
continue to offer for him earnest prayers for the full- 
ness of divine help in bearing the burden of the high 
honor and the holy responsibility that have been laid 
upon him. Resolved, also, that the secretary of the 
Auxiliary be instructed to send to the Rev. Dr. 
Nichols a copy of this resolution.” 


It was moved by Mrs. Elliott and seconded by Mrs. 
Battershill that a message of condolence be sent to 
Bishop Roots for the death of Mrs. Roots. 


A resolution presented by Dr. Fletcher—expressing 
sorrow of the Auxiliary for the death of Dr. Teusler 
of St. Luke’s Hospital, Tokio— was unanimously 
passed. 


A report from Mrs. Murray of Pacific Grove, di- 
rector of the Prayer Partnership, was read, followed 
by prayers for the prayer partners and one for the 
vice-president of the San Francisco Convocation, Mrs. 
John Piggott, who was on the ocean on her way to 
England. 

The organization of a new branch of the Aux- 
iliary at North Trinity, Oakland, was reported. 

The afternoon closed with the presentation by Mrs. 
W. B. Allen, diocesan custodian of the United Thank 
Offering, of a very charming little play depicting the 
work of the United Thank Offering missionaries in 
various parts of the world. The play, called “A Joyful 
Gift,” was directed by Mrs. Manning, a daughter of 
Mrs. Allen, who was assisted by the three Auxiliary 
branches, the Girls’ Friendly Society and the Chinese 
Department of All Saints Church, Palo Alto. 

The amount of the offering presented in the morn- 
ing was $2075, which brought the total offering for 
the triennium to $7738. ! 


By Margaret Todt, Recording Secretary 


Dedication of Organ at San Luis Obispo 


On Tuesday, September 28, St. Stephen’s Church, 
San Luis Obispo, was filled to capacity for the dedi- 
cation and inaugural recital of the pipe organ recently 
purchased by the parish from St. Paul’s Church, Oak- 
land. Mrs. C. K. Carruth, organist of St. Paul’s, gra- 
ciously donated her time and talent for the recital and 
was the guest of Mrs. D. J. Riley, organist of St. 
Stephen’s, during her stay in San Luis Obispo. The 
organ, which has been used by St. Paul’s Church for 
many years, was repaired and installed in St. Ste- 
phen’s Church by the builders, the Thomas Whalley 
Organ Company of Berkeley. Its acquisition has add- 
ed new beauty to the worship of St. Stephen’s 
Church and gives the church the distinction of being 
the only church in San Luis Obispo equipped with a 
pipe organ. 


City Mission Society 


Chaplain Howard’s office hours at the office of the 
City Mission Society, 1215 Sacramento street, are from 
3:30 to 4:30 p. m., Mondays and Thursdays. Books and 
other reading matter are needed for persons in public 
institutions. Telephone: Franklin 2036. 
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Laymen’s Conference 


The annual Laymen’s Conference was opened Sat- 
urday, September 1, at the Menlo School with a stir- 
ring keynote address from the Bishop outlining the 
purposes and possibilities of laymen’s activities in 
church, social and civic affairs. Mr. Lowry S. Howard, 
president of Menlo School, gave another of his able 
and thoughtful addresses, under the head of “Mental 
Hygiene,” showing the value of “fear” as an incentive 
to action for its ultimate defeat and elimination from 
the subconscious mind. 


Mr. George Rhoda of Trinity, San Jose, using the 
development of the automobile as an analogy, showed 
how the forces of religion should be put to use under 
intelligent control. Mr. Norman Rushton of St. Paul’s, 
Burlingame, followed with a thoughtful analysis of 
the present situation of the Church and a challenge 
to our laymen to put their various talents to work 
for advancement of the Kingdom in our own day and 
to make straight the highway for those who follow 
us. The Archdeacon, Ven. W. R. H. Hodgkin, gave an 
extremely interesting and informative story of his 
special field of operations in the Diocese, illustrated 
by a series of lantern slides. 


On Sunday morning at 7:30 holy communion was 
partaken of by some fifty men, Bishop Parsons being 
the celebrant, assisted by Rev. Ralph P. Smith, rector 
of Trinity Church, Menlo Park. 


Under the charming chairmanship of Mr. J. J. 
Dunlop of Trinity, Menlo Park, who as president of 
the Lay Readers Association emphasized the import- 
ance of the work done by these consecrated laymen 
in assisting the clergy and carrying on the work of 
the Church in locations where members of the clergy 
are only occasionally available, several splendid ad- 
dresses were made which in themselves gave proof 
that the Church surely embraces “all sorts and con- 
ditions of men.” 


Mr. Mulford Collins of St. Paul’s, Oakland, led with 
a very encouraging account of the formation and ac- 
tivities of the Acolytes Guild in his parish. He was 
followed by his colleague, Mr. Jack Vestoni, who in 
a frank and straight-from-the-shoulder manner told 
what the young men were thinking and hoping for 
and their need for sympathetic encouragement on the 
part of their fellow churchmen of maturer years. 


Mr. W. Stanley Pearce of Trinity, Menlo Park, 
“the happy business man,” cheered all his hearers by 
his frank and friendly statement of what his church 
affiliation had always meant to him as a natural part 
of life and his comparatively recent realization of the 
possible increase of personal efficiency in all phases 
of human endeavor, as well as peace of mind, by sur- 
render to the mind of Christ. 


Mr. Andrew Iwatsu of the Japanese Mission gave a 
very lucid explanation of the work carried on in San 
Francisco, comprising two sets of services, one for 
the native-born and the other for those born and 
brought up in America. All present realized that in 
this seemingly minor work were the seeds of a har- 
vest which will eventually means peace on earth to 
all men of good will. 


The Oxford Group supporting Mr. Dunlop was 
especially well represented by Commander D. A. 
Scott and Messrs. R. H. Sword and H. L. Henderson 
of Trinity. San Francisco, and the frank expressions 
of faith and personal experience did much to hearten 
those who, having similar faith and feelings, are con- 
stitutionally reticent and inarticulate in such matters. 

The all-inclusive and widespread influence of the 


Church and the opportunities she offers for the exer- 
cise of every human talent were exemplified in an 
entertaining autobiograhpical sketch by Mr. O. A. W. 
Schuchard, now and for many years past one of the 
old reliables at All Saints, Watsonville—covering 
practically all phases of a layman’s activity in Church 
School, choir, vestry and duly licensed and efficient 
lay reader. 


Several special group conferences were held during 
the afternoon and after a most satisfying supper and 
an intervening rest period the men met in the as- 
sembly hall for vespers conducted entirely by the lay 
readers—Messrs. Fred E. Foster (dean of lay readers 
in the Diocese) of St. Barnabas Mission, San Fran- 
cisco; P. C. Woodhouse, St. Andrew’s, Lomita Park; 
William S. Clark, Trinity, Hayward; D. G. W. St. 
Kilda, Grace Cathedral; H. H. Trinies, Incarnation, 
San Francisco; P. J. Dunlop, Trinity, Menio Park; 
QO. A. W. Schuchard, All Saints, Watsonville. That 
the injunction that all things be done decently and in 
order is obeyed meticulously by these gentlemen was 
fully demonstrated. The brief address by Rev. Ralph 
V. Smith, host and rector of Trinity, Menlo Park, 
whose happy smile is itself a benison preaching cour- 
age and perseverance despite difficulties, followed by 
the Bishop’s benediction, brought to a peaceful close 
a happy day. 

The interval before bedtime was filled by a movie 
of the Wayside Cross pilgrimage, presented by the 
Archdeacon, and a miniature movie sketch of high 
spots in a recent Pacific cruise made by Mr. Theo F. 
Dredge of St. Paul’s, Oakland. 

The final subject on the program, “The Vestry,” 
was cleverly and well covered by Commander John 
Graham, St. Mark’s, Berkeley, and despite his self- 
confessed former youthful ignorance as to the distinc- 
tion between the belfry and the vestry, he made it 
clear to his hearers, including several clergymen, that 
the responsibilities of a vestryman must be taken se- 
riously both in material and spiritual things—that no 
longer may a vestry be described as a body of men | 
entirely surrounded by dollar marks. 

The workings of social service in the community 
and the duty and responsibility of the laymen of the 
Church in relation thereto were happily set forth by 
Mr. E. Willard Burr, Trinity, Hayward, than whom 
there is no better qualified exponent, as all who have 
had the honor and pleasure of association with him 
well know. 

We have all heard something of the Laymen’s 
League, recently organized by authority of General 
Convention, but the presentation of the subject by 
Mr. H. Robert Braden, diocesan president of the 
league, stirred the dry bones of the printed word and 
made it very clear to all that its purpose is to have a 
place for every layman and to see to it that every 
layman takes his place. 

By a fortuitous concatenation of circumstances 
the hymn “Fight the Good Fight” selected by Mr. 
Braden as the postlude for his address, served also as 
a fitting prelude to a carefully prepared and win- 
ningly delivered statement of the aims and purposes 
of the Keble Society by Mr. Ellsworth Johnson, Ad- 
vent, San Francisco, which served to emphasize the 
necessity for the close combination of the spiritual 
and the practical in the individual efforts of our lay- 
men in putting and keeping the Church in the fore- 
front of the continuing fight for the betterment of 
the world and the welfare of mankind. 

It had been decided by the program committee that 
---for the conference, at least — financial questions 
should be barred as far as possible but in view of the 
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The Kingdom of God and Politics 


(Paper read at the Clerical Seminar, September 19, 
by the Rev. John Compton Leffler.) 


In any discussion of “The Kingdom of God and 
Politics” we face the dilemma offered by the fact 
that the Christian is a citizen of two worlds. On the 
one hand he is tied by manifold chains to this world, 
on the other he is committed to a way of life which 
this world does not recognize and which looks for its 
ultimate perfection in the future. That is simply an- 
other way of describing the age-old conflict between 
material and spiritual, temporal and eternal, worldly 
and other-worldly. 

Nevertheless, as Christians, we are committed to 
the hope that some day the kingdoms of this earth 
shall become the kingdom of our God and of His 
Christ. Nor can we get away from the fact that the 
early church, and large numbers of Christian people 
in succeeding centuries, believed God’s kingdom could 
come in only one way—by direct, catastrophic, di- 
vine intervention. The New Testament is full of that 
belief; it is written into the ancient creeds and is as 
fresh as the transcendental theology of Karl Barth 
and the naive predictions of Wilbur Glenn Voliva and 
other pre-millenialist sectaries. 

Now it is easy enough to dismiss with a smile some 
parts of the Book of Revelation or the fervid pamph- 
lets of the Adventist as “tracts for bad times.” It is 
true that when the world gets all awry there is a fer- 
tile field for the prophet of doom and gloom who can 
see no other solution to chaotic conditions than a 
miraculous intervention at the hands of a righteous 
God. But when we reject his naive and sometimes 
fantastic predictions, are we not in danger of losing 
sight of the fundamental fact behind them—that all 
men’s efforts to build a political and social order are 
doomed in so far as they fall short of the ideal of 
the kingdom as contained in the teachings of Jesus? 
I am afraid we are suffering today because we forgot 
that fact. We succumbed to the optimistic humanism 


precarious position of the national Church at this 
time in regard to possible necessity of curtailing its 
activities in many fields owing to lack of funds, Mr. 
Braden (as chief director—he has so many titles) was 
requested to present the subject of Every Man’s Of- 
fering as planned and developed by some of our 
leading laymen in all sections of the country, the 
purpose being to present to General Convention in 
October a sufficient sum to offset the expected deficit 
and insure the continuance of important work. 

The closing address of the morning by Judge 
George Crothers of Grace Cathedral was based on the 
recent church census in San Francisco, which showed 
that only approximately 10 per cent of those claiming 
any religious affiliation were really active or even 
habitually attendants at the services of the several so- 
called Protestant churches. 

Throughout the sessions there was enthusiastic 
singing of well-known hymns and the thanks of the 
conference are due to Messrs. M. E. Hopkins, E. V. 
Lister and Brig. Gen. R. H. Noble for their efforts in 
the selection and execution of the musical part of the 
program. 

The farewell luncheon on Monday is always a 
feature of the conference. It was presided over, as 
usual, by Mr. Theo Dredge, who, in his inimitable 
way, reviewed the conference and its lessons. It has 
become a tradition that “Theo” should tell us what 
we ought to have learned from the conference. His 
pointed humor drove home many a lesson. 


Che Pacific Churchman 9 


inherent in the democratic ideal. In fact, one wonders 
sometimes if the prophet of doom is as far from the 
facts as the prophet of sweetness and light and in- 
evitable progress. 

In other words, we can not evade the conclusion 
that mere political action will never bring in the king- 
dom of God. However one may disagree as to the de- 
tails, that kingdom can only come through divine in- 
tervention. For human ingenuity without God is in- 
adequate to the task. 


The present debacle is a vivid case in point. Dur- 
ing the post-war decade, humanistic optimism held 
full sway. We were promised a millenium whose 
material comforts completely dwarfed the most fan- 
tastic dreams of the old-fashioned heaven. Then there 
were those international political and economic agree- 
ments, such as the Locarno Pact and the Kellogg- 
Briand Outlawry of War Agreement, which social 
and religious liberals hailed as harbingers of lasting 
peace. If we could only get such statutes on the books 
of international law the World War might not have 
been fought in vain. 


Now I would not for one moment belittle these 
achievements or the goals they sought to attain. Since 
we are citizens of this world, it would seem to follow 
that material prosperity for all men is a thing to be 
desired. And certainly to stop trying in every possible 
way to implement the will to peace among nations 
is to leave the door wide open for the murder of 
western civilization. 

But the point is that these idealistic rhapsodies of 
the post-war decade blinded us to facts. The prosper- 
ity of the twenties was by no means as widespread, 
even in America, as we were led to believe. Millions 
were unemployed in the golden years of 1928 and 
1929. Furthermore, we were unable to see the in- 
evitable results of increased technological efficiency 
on the one hand and the gambling fever of the stock 
market on the other. Also we were blind to certain 
forces at work in every nation, which tended to nul- 
lify those agreements which looked toward lasting 

ce. 

So today in every nation of Europe liberalism is 
dead and in our own country the forces of reaction 
are massing for a death-struggle with an administra- 
tion which, whatever else you may say about it, is 
trying its level best to create a better social order by 
political action. Everywhere democracy is under sus- 
picion; fascism of one kind or another is in the 
ascendancy; and many of the precious victories of 
liberalism are being cancelled by the spirit of the 
times. 

I have gone at some length into an analysis of the 
present breakdown, because it illustrates so aptly the 
inadequacy of human intelligence in and of itself to 
build a better world. The fundamental cause of pres- 
ent chaos is not economic or political but moral. 
Greed and selfishness, covetousness and dishonesty lie 
at the roots of it. And that gives the religion of 
Jesus an important part in any enduring solution of 
our difficulties. The world tried during those post- 
war years to develop a morality without God and it 
couldn’t be done. For every naturally good man there 
are millions who will not or can not be good unless 
a vital religion helps them. The high ethics of Jesus 
rest upon man’s relationship to God. In fact, the 
higher the ethical standard, the more man needs God. 

Are we to conclude, then, that political action is 
hopeless and either fall back into an individualistic 
quietism, which lets the world go to the devil only so 
long as our own salvation is assured, or join forces 
with the pre-millenialists in praying for a catastrophic 
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divine intervention? I hope not! In spite of the ap- 
parent failure of democracy and the current bank- 
ruptcy of liberalism there are, it seems to me, three 
very definite attitudes the Christian can take if he 
wants to be of service to the world in the present 
hour. 

In the first place, he must be realistic. Democracy 
and humanism are not the only ideals which lead 
men to false optimism. Religion itself is the greatest 
generator of that dangerous blindness. Listen to a 
group of churchmen or religious enthusiasts any- 
where and you will hear evidences of self-deception 
and conceit which dwarf the glowing partisanship of 
the most ardent politician. 

Nowhere is this romantic optimism more apparent 
than in religious people’s estimate of the influence of 
the Church on the life of the community. We point 
to leaders in social, political and business circles who 
attend our services and serve on our vestries or aux- 
iliaries. We speak often of those unobserved streams 
of influence which the Church sets flowing through 
our social life. And we are right in that nine-tenths 
of the real value of the Church is not caught in statis- 
tical tables. 


But is it not time for us to admit that, in spite of 
this, the Church has failed to build a Christian so- 
ciety? Has even failed to make itself Christian? 
When we hold before our congregations the high 
personal and social ethics of Jesus, should we not 
remember that it is they, not we, who have to go out 
into a pagan world where those ideals are all too 
quickly shattered? Can we not see that the kingdom 
of God is thwarted by a political system that lays no 
claim to Christian idealism and that we have no right 
lo expect pagans to build that kingdom for us? 

Let me illustrate. I am opposed to war and all its 
devices. I have made a solemn pledge to myself and 
my God that I will never again be a party to organ- 
ized slaughter for any cause—which vow I hope to 
have the intestinal fortitude to keep in time of 
emergency. Naturally, I wish my country and other 
countries would take the same vow and mean it. At 
least it would make it cheaper for me to keep mine. 
But suppose they don’t, as at present seems mosi 
likely. As a plain matter of fact, no government can 
unless the majority of its citizens feel the way I do 
about it. Governments do not exist to promote Chris- 
tianity; they exist to preserve the interests their peo- 
ple want preserved. And I don’t see how I have any 
right to expect them to act on an ethical plane much 
higher than the plane of the governed. 

That leads to the second thing I want to empha- 
size. The Christian ideal must accommodate itself to 
a sub-Christian world. As a matter of fact, it has been 
doing just that for nineteen hundred years. | 

Frankly, that is an exceedingly dangerous neces- 
sity which is thrust upon us. It opens the door to all 
sorts of cheap compromises which cloud the record 
of Christian history. But if I read the Gospels aright, 
Jesus himself had to do just that. Take his accommo- 
dation to the messianic hope of his race. The main 
stream of that hope contained elements which were 
directly opposed to all he hoped to accomplish. Yet 
he used it, tried to bend it to his own high purpose 
and ultimately died on the cross because he deter- 
mined to fill this ancient, sub-Christian hope with a 
new significance. 

Now that sort of accommodation is certainly far 
removed from the weak compromises his Church has 
made. But does it not point to the inevitable neces- 
sity of somehow utilizing the current hopes and con- 
victions of a non-Christian world to serve Christian 


ends? Jesus constantly drew upon the experiences of 
men to point his teaching. His parables are full of 
references to the primitive sort of capitalism of his 
day. Wages, thrift and barter all played their part in 
his illustrations. 

I am aware that such a contention leads to a dual- 

istic ethic. Here is the ideal which can be achieved 
only when all mankind is committed to the Christian 
way of life—in other words, only when the kingdom 
of God is really here. And here, somewhat below that 
ideal, is an ethical standard accommodated to that 
interim before the kingdom arrives. But I see no 
other way out. 
._ In other words, Christianity must take what it can 
get, whether in politics or economics, and accommo- 
date itself to the rest, never losing sight of the su- 
preme goal toward which the whole world is striving 
and frankly recognizing that even the best yet at- 
tained falls far short of that goal. 


If that sounds like heresy against the perfectionism 
inherent in the Gospel, I am sorry. In my earlier days 
in the Methodist Church I heard and studied a great 
deal of the doctrine of Christian perfection. John 
Wesley certainly believed a man could be made per- 
fect in love in this world but the most he would ever 
claim for himself was that he was going on toward 
it. And when I was admitted to the conference the 
disciplinary question was asked: “Are you going on 
to perfection?” Tc which I solemnly replied: “I trust 
I am.” I still entertain that hope for myself and the 
by but it is a process not yet completed for either 
of us. 

And this constant striving toward a goal not yet 
attained, saves us from that most dangerous of ail 
attitudes—smug contentment with things as they are. 
It gives us a dynamic theory of both religion and 
politics. The Christian religion is something morc 
than a faith once for all delivered to the saints of the 
First Century, just as the ideal of democracy is some- 
thing more than the vision of the Constitution mak- 
ers at the close of the Eighteenth Century. To stop 
there is to place both in the pathetic position ou: 
Church was in when Grace Cathedral was nothing 
more than a well-built cellar on Nob Hill. It is the 
dynamic ideal of the social crder as a living thing 
which is so much in danger of being lost today. And 
nothing that Jesus’ religion has to offer is of greater 
importance than that. : 

That leads us up to the final thing I want to savy. 
If the Christian is to be a fearless realist and accom- 
modate the practical working out of his ideals to the 
world situation as he finds it, he must preserve a 
certain disinterestedness toward the social and _ poli- 
tical process of which he is a part. We are indebted 
to Walter Lippmann for finding in disinterestedness 
the key to the agnostic liberal’s attitude toward life 
and morals. But if that attitude is essential to the 
agnostic, how much more so is it to the Christian 
believer. | 

By disinterestedness I do not mean being uninter- 
ested in the swiftly moving scene of human life. On 
the contrary, I believe the Christian—and particularly 
the Christian minister—should know everything he 
possibly can about persons, issues and events in his 
world. 

What I do mean is the very thing Jesus meant 
when he urged his disciples to be “in the world and 
yet not of the world.” Obviously, we must take our 
part in fighting for those policies which seem to us 
more nearly to approximate the Christian ethic and 
that means joining in definite political action some- 
times. But when we do that we must guard against 
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the temptation to tie up the whole idea of the king- 
dom of God with any specific human plan or pro- 
gram. The best of plans is subject to frustration be- 
cause of sin in human life. For example, the great 
Methodist Church tied itself so completely to the one 
specific issue of prohibition that not one non-Metho- 
dist in a million knows anything of the really re- 
markable contribution they have made to Christian 
social thinking. And when prohibition failed, it was 
looked upon as the failure of “the queer people” 
called Methodists, as much as anything else. 

So when it comes to the New Deal or any other 
political attempt to bring a greater social conscience 
into government, the Christian must guard against 
too absolute a commitment. Because he is a realist, 
he will throw in his lot with any political scheme 
which offers one more step toward the kingdom; but, 
also, he will not lose sight of that ultimate goal and 
will not forget that the best of human schemes will 
not work unless God comes into the lives of the men 
who work them. 

May I point this concluding argument with another 
word? If I bear any political label at all, it is that of 
socialism. But along with my conviction that laissez 
faire capitalism is an out-moded system and must 
eventually be replaced by a large measure of social 
control go certain misgivings. For one thing, I am 
not at all sure that mere literacy or a slight familiar- 
ity with the levers in a voting machine is a real 
qualification for thg4ranchise. I put crosses after too 
many names in the recent primaries which were just 
names to me to be under any illusions on that score. 
And if I, after every effort to vote intelligently, suc- 
ceeded so poorly, what of the millions who made no 
such effort but voted as the ward boss told them to 
or for the candidate whose beer flowed most freely? 
Another misgiving is my fear of what a socialized 
and regimented state might do to the already stifled 
personalities of men. Regimentation is necessary to 
curb the individualism of the ruthless, the clever and 
the selfish but when it stifles the individuality of a 
man as a follower of Jesus I must draw the line. 

Here is a perfect example of the need of disinter- 
estedness. I believe in a more socialized political and 
cconomic order but I must keep myself free enough 
to reject and resist the un-Christian elements which 
inevitably will result from any plan. 

But Iam not discouraged. Somewhat of a pessimist 
about immediate results, [ am an incurable optimist 
concerning the ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom 
and, in the meantime, I find it fun to have a part in 
these thrilling days of chaos and uncertainty, because 
I know that the ideals which I so imperfectly ap- 
proximate are the only ones that can endure and 
must eventually bring in the kingdom of our God 
and of His Christ. 3 


Girls’ Friendly Society Notes 


The fall council meeting of the Girls’ Friendly So- 
ciety will take place Saturday, October 13. Corporate 
communion and admission service at 11:00 a. m. at 
Trinity Chapel, Bush and Gough streets, San Fran- 
cisco, will be followed by a box luncheon in Trinity 
Guild hall. The business meeting will be called to or- 
der at 1:30, in Trinity Guild hall. Reports of branch 
chairmen, convocational programs, the annual bazaar 
und the candlelight festival and members’ supper will 
be considered. 


. On Friday, September 28, the candidates of True 


Sunshine Branch of the Girls’ Friendly Society assist- 
ed in presenting a delightful program of Chinese mu- 
sic In a history of music series being given by the 


music section of the Adelphian Club of Alameda. 
Mrs. Bedford, chairman of the section, is an en- 
thusiastic member of the Bishop’s Committee of True 
Sunshine Mission, where her faithful attention is 
much appreciated. Ruth and Helen Chue played duets 
of Chinese music on interesting Chinese instruments 
and accompanied Ruby Chung, Priscilla Lee and 
Irene Quam in several vocal numbers. Alice Chue 
rendered her Chinese music on a more modern in- 
strument, the violin. 

On two consecutive evenings in August True Sun- 
shine Mission of Oakland presented a very clever play 
written and directed by Mrs. B. Y. Chue, principal of 
the mission’s Chinese day school, netting $180. From 
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MUNSON SCHOOL 


THE CHURCH BOOK SHOP 


(Grace Cathedral Block) 
OPENED TO THE PUBLIC—JULY 16, 1934 
A CIRCULATING LIBRARY OF RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


You will find the latest books amongst the selection; also 
study, reference, Concordances, Bibles and other books not 
available from other sources. 


CALL AND SEE FOR YOURSELF 


If you have never visited The Church Book Shop you have 
overlooked a real pleasure. 


1045 Taylor Street Phone FRanklin 0341 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


SAVINGS COMMERCIAL TRUST 
INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 10TH, 1868 
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One of the Oldest Banks in California, the Assets of which have never 
been increased by mergers or consolidations with other Banks. 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVINGS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


June 30th, 1934 


Assets $166,835,718.42 Deposits $153,070,629.77 


Reserves and Undivided Profits . $3,510,206.77 
Total Capital Account . $13,510,206.77 


MISSION BRANCH Mission and 21st Streets 
PARK-PRESIDIO BRANCH Clement St. and 7th Ave. 
HAIGHT STREET BRANCH Haight and Bel Screets 
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divine intervention? I hope not! In spite of the ap- 
parent failure of democracy and the current bank- 
ruptcy of liberalism there are, it seems to me, three 
very definite attitudes the Christian can take if he 
wants to be of service to the world in the present 
hour. 

In the first place, he must be realistic. Democracy 
and humanism are not the only ideals which lead 
men to false optimism. Religion itself is the greatest 
generator of that dangerous blindness. Listen to a 
group of churchmen or religious enthusiasts any- 
where and you will hear evidences of self-deception 
and conceit which dwarf the glowing partisanship of 
the most ardent politician. 

Nowhere is this romantic optimism more apparent 
than in religious people’s estimate of the influence of 
the Church on the life of the community. We point 
to leaders in social, political and business circles who 
attend our services and serve on our vestries or aux- 
iliaries. We speak often of those unobserved streams 
of influence which the Church sets flowing through 
our social life. And we are right in that nine-tenths 
of the real value of the Church is not caught in statis- 
tical tables. 


But is it not time for us to admit that, in spite of 
this, the Church has failed to build a Christian so- 
ciety? Has even failed to make itself Christian? 
When we hold before our congregations the high 
personal and social ethics of Jesus, should we not 
remember that it is they, not we, who have to go out 
into a pagan world where those ideals are all too 
quickly shattered? Can we not see that the kingdom 
of God is thwarted by a political system that lays no 
claim to Christian idealism and that we have no right 
to expect pagans to build that kingdom for us? 

Let me illustrate. 1 am opposed to war and all its 
devices. I have made a solemn pledge to myself and 
my God that I will never again be a party to organ- 
ized slaughter for any cause—which vow I hope to 
have the intestinal fortitude to keep in time of 
emergency. Naturally, I wish my country and other 
countries would take the same vow and mean it. At 
least it would make it cheaper for me to keep mine. 
But suppose they don’t, as at present seems mosi 
likely. As a plain matter of fact, no government can 
unless the majority of its citizens feel the way I do 
about it. Governments do not exist to promote Chris- 
tianity; they exist to preserve the interests their peo- 
ple want preserved. And I don’t see how I have any 
right to expect them to act on an ethical plane much 
higher than the plane of the governed. 

That leads to the second thing I want to empha- 
size. The Christian ideal must accommodate itself to 
a sub-Christian world. As a matter of fact, it has been 
doing just that for nineteen hundred years. | 

Frankly, that is an exceedingly dangerous neces- 
sity which is thrust upon us. It opens the door to all 
sorts of cheap compromises which cloud the record 
of Christian history. But if I read the Gospels aright, 
Jesus himself had to do just that. Take his accommo- 
dation to the messianic hope of his race. The main 
stream of that hope contained elements which were 
directly opposed to all he hoped to accomplish. Yet 
he used it, tried to bend it to his own high purpose 
and ultimately died on the cross because he deter- 
mined to fill this ancient, sub-Christian hope with a 
new significance. 

Now that sort of accommodation is certainly far 
removed from the weak compromises his Church has 
made. But does it not point to the inevitable neces- 
sity of somehow utilizing the current hopes and con- 
victions of a non-Christian world to serve Christian 
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ends? Jesus constantly drew upon the experiences of 
men to point his teaching. His parables are full of 
references to the primitive sort of capitalism of his 
day. Wages, thrift and barter all played their part in 
his illustrations. 

I am aware that such a contention leads to a dual- 

istic ethic. Here is the ideal which can be achieved 
only when all mankind is committed to the Christian 
way of life—in other words, only when the kingdom 
of God is really here. And here, somewhat below that 
ideal, is an ethical standard accommodated to that 
interim before the kingdom arrives. But I see no 
other way out. 
._ In other words, Christianity must take what it can 
get, whether in politics or economics, and accommo- 
date itself to the rest, never losing sight of the su- 
preme goal toward which the whole world is striving 
and frankly recognizing that even the best yet at- 
tained falls far short of that goal. 


If that sounds like heresy against the perfectionism 
inherent in the Gospel, I am sorry. In my earlier days 
in the Methodist Church I heard and studied a great 
deal of the doctrine of Christian perfection. John 
Wesley certainly believed a man could be made per- 
fect in love in this world but the most he would ever | 
claim for himself was that he was going on toward 
it. And when I was admitted to the conference the 
disciplinary question was asked: “Are you going on 
to perfection?” To which I solemnly replied: “I trust 
I am.” I still entertain that hope for myself and the 
Paps but it is a process not yet completed for either 
of us. 

And this constant striving toward a goal not yet 
attained, saves us from that most dangerous of ail 
attitudes—smug contentment with things as they are. 
It gives us a dynamic theory of both religion and 
politics. The Christian religion is something more 
than a faith once for all delivered to the saints of the 
First Century, just as the ideal of democracy is some- 
thing more than the vision of the Constitution mak- 
ers at the close of the Eighteenth Century. To stop 
there is to place both in the pathetic position ou: 
Church was in when Grace Cathedral was nothing 
more than a well-built cellar on Nob Hill. It is the 
dynamic ideal of the social order as a living thing 
which is so much in danger of being lost today. An: 
nothing that Jesus’ religion has to offer is of greater 
importance than that. | 

That leads us up to the final thing I want to say. 
If the Christian is to be a fearless realist and accom- 
modate the practical working out of his ideals to the 
world situation as he finds it, he must preserve a 
certain disinterestedness toward the social and _ poli- 
lical process of which he is a part. We are indebted 
to Walter Lippmann for finding in disinterestedness 
the key to the agnostic liberal’s attitude toward life 
and morals. But if that attitude is essential to the 
agnostic, how much more so is it to the Christian 
believer. 

By disinterestedness I do not mean being uninter- 
ested in the swiftly moving scene of human life. On 
the contrary, I believe the Christian—and particularly 
the Christian minister—should know everything he 
possibly can about persons, issues and events in his 
world. 

What I do mean is the very thing Jesus meant 
when he urged his disciples to be “in the world and 
yet not of the world.” Obviously, we must take our 
part in fighting for those policies which seem to us 
more nearly to approximate the Christian ethic and 
that means joining in definite political action some- 
times. But when we do that we must guard against 
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this tidy sum True Sunshine Mission was able to reim- 
burse Father Wu with the money he had advances 
last spring to keep the Chinese night school open; to 
send to China for Bibles in Chinese, badly needed for 
the Church School; to secure new hymnals and to 
employ a carpenter, a member of one of our par- 
ishes, to make necessary repairs in the mission 
building. 

At a recent meeting of the Bishop’s Committee 
Mrs. Peterson’s resignation as treasurer was regret- 
fully accepted and Mrs. Kelley was elected in her 
place. 


Volunteer Parishioners Active 


Volunteer parishioners are taking an active part in 
St. Mark’s Church, San Antonio, Texas. One of the 
parishioners volunteered to give the salary for a 
much needed assistant minister. A group of parish- 
ioners came forward with money for the engaging of 
a deaconess. Another parishioner volunteered the 
funds with which to purchase a car for the deaconess 
and assistant. Another group of parishioners is pro- 
viding for the car’s upkeep. Another parishioner gave 
a rood screen ot the church. The Rev. A. R. McKin- 
stry is rector. 


East Bay Episcopal churches are invited to present 
services of praise with brief messages broadcast from 
the Chapel of the Chimes, California Crematorium 
and Columbarium, 4499 Piedmont avenue, Oakland. 
For information telephone Piedmont 0124. 
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Visitors will find that the Chapel of the 
Chimes—with its intimate size, its cathedral- 
Gothic architecture, its surpassingly sweet- 
toned organ, its soft-hued old rugs, colorful 
windows and palm cloister aisles—lends an 
air of dignity and beauty to whatever service 
is held in it. 


Surrounded by beautiful flowers, in the 
midst of the gardens, services for the de- 


parted are held. 


Indeed, one of the many advantages of 
cremation and inurnment is that all such 
services are held INDOORS. 


CHAPEL OF THE CHIMES 
is one of three chapels at 
California Crematorium-Columbarium 
4499 Piedmont Avenue, Oakland 


Cremation is not only the beautiful way, but is also 
the economical way. 


Telephone 
WEst 2889 

L. T. EprAHIM 
Manager 


2436 Fillmore St., 
near Jackson 
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PERSIAN RUG 

CLEANING & REPAIRING CO. 
The only Persian Rug Weavers in San Francisco devot- 
ing their services in cleaning and repairing of the 
fine Persian Rugs by hand and at reasonable prices. 


The “Gudson Studios 


DESIGNERS AND MAKERS OF 


FINE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
FOR THE CHURCH AND HOME 


200 South Avenue 66 Los Angeles, California 


BOARDING HOME FOR GIRLS 
OF SCHOOL AGE 


Under the auspices of we ye see Orphanage and the 8 


o t. Saviour. 
720 Forty-first Avenue San Francisco 
TELEPHONE EVERGREEN 9505 
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